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GUIDELINE FOR EVALUATION OF SOCIAL STUDIES WEB SITE OR SOFTWARE

Web Site
1.  What is the name and address of the web site? Who is the intended audience?

2.  Who is the author of the web site? What evidence exists that the author has the credibility and
background to write the content presented on the web site?  

3.  Who published the web site? How do you know that the organization is credible and has the authority
to address the topic within the web site?

4.  What are the main social studies ideas in the web site? How well researched is the web site’s content?
What references are cited? 

5.  What point of view is offered regarding the topic or content of the web site? What are examples of the
author’s or organization’s point of view? Why might the author or organization have this perspective? 
What evidence of bias can you find?

6.  How could you verify the accuracy of the content? How well does the content of this web site fit with
other reliable sources on this topic?

7.  How current is the content contained within the web site? What are the dates of the sources?  When
was the content updated?

8.  How well is the text written? Is it clear, complete, and easy to read and understand?

9.  How will elementary/middle school students learn the main ideas from the website? What activities
will they engage in (respond to questions, read text, or participate in activities)? Describe how students
should use the website and your evaluation of its ability to engage students actively in learning.

Software
1.  Who is the author and publisher of the software? What is the copyright date?

2.  What are the main social studies ideas emphasized in the software?

3.  How well does the software portray human diversity? What are examples of portrayals of women and
men from different races, cultures, social classes, physical abilities, and sexual orientations?  

4.  How accurately and sensitively are different groups of people depicted in the illustrations? 

5.  How realistic is the language used by different groups of people on the software? What are examples
of the use of an equitable distribution of both female and male terms and sensitive terms for different
races and cultures?

6.  Who is speaking on the audio? What are examples of the inclusion of diverse voices from different
backgrounds?

7.  Whose points of view, experiences, and contributions are included? Give examples of diverse
perspectives, experiences, and contributions.

8. Describe how students should use the software and your evaluation of its ability to engage students
actively in learning.
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1.  I/We developed complete and clear responses to all components of each question (2.5 points).

Self-Evaluation:

Teacher Evaluation:

2.  I/We used examples to support our response to each question (2 points).

Self-Evaluation:

Teacher Evaluation:

3.  I/We proofread to eliminate spelling, grammatical, and punctuation errors (.5 point).

Self-Evaluation:

Teacher Evaluation:

4.  I/We believe out of 5 points possible on this assignment, I/we should earn _____ because:

Self-Evaluation:

Teacher Evaluation:
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Completing Assignment
Thoroughly

Providing Defensible
Conclusions

Writing Clearly and
Accurately

Developed complete and clear
responses to all components of
each question (2 points)

Student:
Teacher:

Used examples to support all
responses to each question (2
points)

Student:
Teacher:

Wrote in complete sentences
with accurate spelling,
grammar, and punctuation
throughout the paper (1 point)

Student:
Teacher:

Developed complete and clear
responses to most questions, but
neglected to answer thoroughly
at least one question (1 ½
points)

Student:
Teacher:

Used examples to support
responses to most questions, but
neglected examples for at least
one question (1 ½ points)

Student:
Teacher:

Wrote in complete sentences
with accurate spelling,
grammar, and punctuation for
most of the paper, but also
wrote a few incomplete and/or
run-on sentences with a few
spelling, grammar, and/or
punctuation errors (½ point)

Student:
Teacher:

Developed complete and clear
responses to most questions, but
neglected to answer thoroughly
at least two questions (1 point)

Student:
Teacher:

Used examples to support
responses for most questions,
but neglected examples for at
least two questions (1 point)

Student:
Teacher:

Wrote a number of incomplete
and/or run-on sentences with
numerous spelling, grammar,
and/or punctuation errors (0
points)

Student:
Teacher:

Student Comments:

Teacher Comments:


