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Integrated Unit
Begin with the social studies benchmarks, then select only the science benchmarks and common

core literacy and math standards which are relevant to the social studies benchmarks. Your unit should
illustrate a meaningful integration of different subject areas. 

Final Copy
A.  Proofread the final copy of the integrated curriculum unit to correct spelling, punctuation,

and grammatical errors.  
B. Place all parts of your unit in a three-ring binder without inserting individual pages inside

plastic sheet covers.  
C. Divide your unit binder into eleven different sections and clearly label each section of your

unit so readers may easily find the different components. Use the following divisions in your unit binder.

1.  Classroom Context
A. Describe the type of school of your clinical placement (urban, suburban, or rural), grade levels

at your school, any special features of your school or classroom setting that affected your teaching (such
as co-teaching, charter or a special theme of your school), and any special requirements or expectations
from your cooperating teacher regarding your teaching the integrated unit. 

B. Explain the schedule of when you can teach your integrated unit (number of minutes each day
and which days each week you can teach). 

C. Explain any expectations from your cooperating teacher for grouping students, use of a
textbook or other specific instructional materials, and other resources available in your classroom and
school (electronic and other resource materials) and how these expectations and resources affected your
teaching. 

D. List the grade level of your class, the number of females and males, and any students (use
initials or numbers instead of real names) with any special learning needs (English learners, students with
IEPs or 504 plans, struggling readers, underperforming students, and gifted/talented students needing
additional challenges) and how you are addressing these needs in your lessons.

2.  Lesson Plans
A. Develop ten social studies lesson plans following the lesson plan template. Integrate

science, math, and literacy with social studies only in meaningful ways for your unit.
B. Be very complete in describing the lesson steps so that another teacher could teach from your

lesson plans. 
C. Include recommended practices for each subject area (social studies, science, literacy, and

math). See the “Recommended Practices in Social Studies Education” chart from class 1 for a summary
of social studies recommended practices. 

D. Include an explanation of how you are differentiating instruction to meet any special learning
and language needs of your students. Include visual, auditory, and tactile/kinesthetic activities to engage
a variety of learners.

E. Attach examples of any handouts, copies of PowerPoint presentations, Smart Board activities,
photographs, song lyrics, blank assessment forms, or any other materials used in your lessons.
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3.  Central Focus of Unit
A.  In one or two sentences, explain the central focus and purpose for the content you plan to

teach. Briefly describe overall what you want your students to gain from your unit and why it is
important for their growth and development. 

B.  List the school district social studies and relevant science benchmarks, any relevant common
core literacy and/or math benchmarks, and the instructional objectives you are addressing. Explain how
these benchmarks and objectives are connected to the central focus and purpose for the content of your
unit. How will the benchmarks and objectives help your students learn important social studies and
science facts and concepts and develop skills in interpreting, analyzing, and making arguments about
important social studies and science ideas? 

C.  Describe how you will help students make connections among the main social studies facts,
concepts, and interpretations or analyses to make arguments about social studies ideas. 

D. Explain how you will help students make connections between the central focus and purpose
for the content you plan to teach and other subject areas (such as science, literacy, and math). 

4.  Knowledge of Students to Inform Teaching
A.  Summarize your students’ prior learning and skills related to the central focus for the content

you plan to teach. What do they already know about the social studies topic that you can build on during
your lessons? Complete a pre-assessment of your students’ prior knowledge of the main ideas of your
unit and summarize the results of your pre-assessment. What skills do they have, such as interpreting and
analyzing photographs or building a logical argument that you can build on during your lessons? What
special learning needs of your students will you have to take into consideration as you plan your lessons?

B. Summarize your students’ interests, experiences, and cultural backgrounds which might
influence their learning of the content. 

C. Summarize your students’ cognitive, physical, social, and emotional development which
might influence their learning of the content. Connect your students’ development to cognitive, social,
and emotional development theories.

5.  Supporting Students’ Social Studies Learning
A.  Explain how your students’ prior learning and skills influenced your choice of learning tasks

or materials in the lessons. How did you consider your students’ interests, experiences, and cultural
backgrounds in your selection of learning tasks or materials in the lessons?

B.  Explain why you selected the instructional strategies you did. Why are they recommended
practices for social studies, science, math, and literacy? Cite the sources for the recommended practices
you included. See the “Recommended Practices in Social Studies Education” chart from class 1 for a
summary of social studies recommended practices. Why are they appropriate for your students, including
those with special learning needs?

C.  Describe any misconceptions your students have about the central focus of your unit by
reviewing the data you collected from the pre-assessment. Explain how you plan to address students’
misconceptions during the unit. 

6.  Monitoring Student Learning
A.  List all the formative and summative assessments you used during the unit. Describe how

each type of assessment (formative and summative) provided evidence of your students’ learning. How
did the assessments allow students to show they learned and can use important social studies facts,
concepts, and interpretations, and can construct logical arguments about important social studies ideas?

B.  List all the differentiated assessments you used during the unit and how any differentiated
assessments allowed your students with any special learning or language needs to demonstrate their
learning.
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7.  Analyzing Student Learning
A.  List the specific social studies and relevant science benchmarks and literacy and math

common core standards measured by the assessments in your unit.
B.  List the evaluation criteria you used to analyze student learning for each benchmark and

standard.
C.  Prepare a spreadsheet that shows how well each student met each benchmark and standard

according to the evaluation criteria you used. Use initials or numbers only for students rather than their
full names.

D.  Select three student work samples that illustrate benchmarks or standards most students met
and those benchmarks or standards some students struggled to meet. Include students with any special
learning needs in the work samples. Describe any patterns you see in the learning of the entire class and
of the students with any special learning needs. What benchmarks and standards did all or most students
meet and which were more difficult for all students to meet?

8.  Using Assessment to Inform Instruction
A.  Given what you discovered from analyzing students’ learning, what are your next steps for

instruction for the full class and for any students with special learning needs? How can you help all
students meet the benchmarks and standards? If all students met the benchmarks and standards for your
unit, what instructional and assessment practices do you want to use in the next unit to help all students
meet the benchmarks? 

B.  Explain how the next steps for instruction follow recommended social studies education
practices and are appropriate for your students’ cognitive, physical, social, and emotional development.
Cite sources for recommended practices you selected. See the “Recommended Practices in Social Studies
Education” chart from class 1 for a summary of social studies recommended practices. 

9.  Content Knowledge
Include a corrected, clean, final copy of your social studies research paper to show the content

knowledge or your research on the main content topic and key concepts for your curriculum unit. 

10.  Reflections on Teaching the Unit
A. First, thoroughly describe why specific lessons went well, how and why they might be

improved, and why all students met or did not meet the benchmarks and standards. 
B. Second, clearly explain any new insights gained about working with students, collaborating

with educators, and teaching from the experience of teaching a curriculum unit.

11.  Resources
A. List the resources you used to prepare your lesson plans in APA style. For more information on
citation of sources, see the Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab at
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/. 
B. Organize your list of resources under these headings:  Books (textbooks, brochures, curriculum
guides, children's books, general reference books); Periodicals (professional journals, adult's and
children's periodicals); Audiovisuals  (DVDs, videos, or video clips); Electronic Media (websites,
youtube videos, or other Internet sources); Miscellaneous (photographs, charts, resource people, field trip
contact person, artifacts, and maps).
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